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was to be swift to take into account. The opponents of
the Cabinet were at one in thinking that M. Daladier
would swing the situation in his favour by confronting
the Chamber with a new Government which he would have
reconstructed during the four days at his disposal before
the battle. This, notably, was the fear expressed by
M. Frossard, who was preparing a fine indictment of the
authorities at the Ministry of Information and who would
only find pleasure in not delivering it if he were promoted
to ministerial rank in the meanwhile. M. Daladier's
friends begged and implored him, but he refused. It was
not that once again since September, as we have already
described, he had not pored over the complex problem
that the constitution of a new government presents. But
he had promised to cross swords with M. L6on Blum,
and he made it a point of honour to appear in the arena
on the appointed date. Each made his preparations. The
most varied rumours circulated.
Note was taken of supposed differences between the
Generalissimo Gamelin and General Georges, who was in
command of the armies of the north-east.
Daladier, for his part, was more and more on edge.
His opponents had not been mistaken in considering the
frost at Rambouillet, on the day following January yth,
as a bad omen for him. He was to confess later that he
had endured fearful nights of pain. He inveighed against
all and sundry ; against the English, whom he reproached
for having been so slow in taking action on behalf of
Finland; against the General Staff, who had hampered
his demands; against his collaborators, who had provided
him with inaccurate statistics about the dispatch of planes
to Finland. The figure of one hundred and sixty which he
had given as that of aircraft sent, was in reality the corn
bined total of planes sent and promised. He raged against
such members of the Government as M. Reynaud, against
M. Leon Blum, who, he said, was hand-in-glove with his
Finance Minister. Most of all did he rail against himself